It,   CHAWER fc                               155
of Ereyanga as a person, who was like a cloud of gold,
showering drops of coin on his supplicants. A certain
merchant was known as Bhandinambi since he used to give
charity by the measure of a bhandi or cart. Several
merchant princes are praised for their liberal gifts. Allied
to the quality of charity, there are the virtues of a house-
holder like hospitality and cordiality which characterise
the poorest man in Karnataka even today* It is not our
desire to suggest that life in this province has been a
paradise of perfection. But the point needs to be stressed
that the ideals and the virtues, which were pointed out,
have been like beacon-lights of culture to theKannada
people, directing their lives at different levels of expression.
The social virtues, referred to so far, were fostered by
the intellectual and moral leadership of the community,
which the educational agencies of every period promoted*
The best intellects of the day used to be trained in the best
manner for rendering the highest service to society.
Education was more intensive than extensive, as was the
case everywhere in India, A comprehensive study of
education, as it prevailed in historical Karnataka, has yet
to be made. Nevertheless, it may be interesting to know
certain salient features of the same, that will go to make
our picture of the heritage of Karnataka as complete
as possible. In the very early period of Karnataka history,
Sanskrit must have been taught in the Asram or Pathasala
manner, the study of Vedic lore being of supreme import-*
ance. The advent of Jainism and Buddhism brought the
study of Prakrits in its wake and it is certain that the Sata-
vahana kings encouraged the study of Prakrit along with
that of Sanskrit. A number of Viharas or Buddhist